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SATANIC PANIC!  
THE DEVIL ON THE SILVER SCREEN   
 

 

OVERVIEW  
 

Since cinema was invented, filmmakers have sought to highlight and exploit our fascination with black magic, 

possession and the very Devil himself. To usher in the witching season, this course, using plenty of clips and 

discussion, will conjure out of the shadows many known and not so well-known cinematic delights perpetuated with 

Satanism and a Hellish sense of the occult. As well as examining cinema itself we will also scrutinise the 

controversies behind many of these features and how cinema became embroiled in the satanic panic scare of the 70s 

and 80s and how it also got caught in the crossfire of the PMRC’s attack on heavy metal music and devil worship. We 

will look at a whole host of films from the silent days onwards and make detailed studies of movies such as The Devil 

Rides Out, The Exorcist, The Omen, A Field in England, Late Night with the Devil, Brimstone and Treacle, Wall 
Street, Naked and many, many more. Expect midnight ceremonies and sacrificial rites as we stare into the eternal 

flickering abyss. 
 

 
WEEKLY OUTLINE  

 
Week 1: Please allow me to introduce myself  

Haxan (1922) and Faust (1926)  

Week 2: What’s puzzling you is the nature of my game  

Doctor Jekyll and Mr Hyde (1931), Night of the Demon (1957), Night of the Eagle (1962)  

Week 3: After all it was you and me 

Bedazzled (1967), Rosemary’s Baby (1967) and Performance (1970)  

Week 4: When I saw, it was a time for a change  

The Devil Rides Out (1968), The Witchfinder General (1968) and Blood on Satan’s Claw (1971) 

Week 5 All the sinners, saints 

The Exorcist (1973) and The Omen (1976)  

Week 6: Hope you guessed my name 

The Sentinel (1977), The Shout (1975) and Prince of Darkness (1987)  

Week 7: A moment of doubt and pain 

Brimstone and Treacle (1976), Wall Street (1987) and Naked (1993) 

Week 8: I’m a man of wealth and taste  

Hellraiser (1987), Angel Heart (1987) and The Devil’s Advocate (1997) 

Week 9: Many a man’s soul and faith 

A Field in England (2013), The House that Jack Built (2018) and Hail Satan (2019)  

Week 10: Seal his fate  

Late Night with the Devil (2024) and Heretic (2024) 

 

*Notes will be shared on the notice board after each session  
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